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VARIABLE OR MANUAL SPEED CHANGE?

FIXED OR SWIVEL HEAD?

Most turning will be done between 500 and 2000 rpm and the 
majority of manual speed change lathes will offer between 4 and 
6 speed choices within this range via changing a belt on a stepped 
pulley drive. All Record Power lathes (except the DVR-XP) feature 
Poly-V belts, which give increased surface contact and grip, allowing 
torque to be maintained even at the slowest speeds. In reality most 
applications can be addressed with a manual speed lathe and 
changing belts, dependent on the design of your machine, should be 
quick and simple.
However, most serious woodturners now use variable speed lathes. 
Whilst you can achieve most things on a manual change machine, 
having the ability to tweak the speed up or down to exactly what 
feels right with the simple touch of a button or turn of a dial is very 
addictive and most users, once hooked, would not go back if they 
could avoid it.
Record Power offer two main systems for variable speed control – 
the unique intelligent system found within the DVR lathes, which 
constantly monitors feedback from the lathe and applies more or less 
torque to keep the set speed constant as you take heavier or lighter 
cuts and can even stop when sensing a dig-in. The other system is 
widely used in machine tools and industry and uses a three phase 
motor and inverter to convert your single phase supply to drive 
the machine. The three phase motor provides more torque and the 
inverter provides the control to vary speeds. This is a professional 
solution and should not be confused with lower cost options such 
as simple rheostat designs that have limited torque and longevity or 
expanding pulley systems which can suffer from noise, vibration and 
accelerated belt wear.

Profile of Poly-V Belt

The advantage of a swivel head is to increase the capacity of the 
lathe so that you are not restricted to the swing over the bed. The 
head can be swivelled round to allow turning to the side of the 
machine. It can also be useful to provide easier access to hollow 
vessels rather than having to work parallel to the bed. Also, for the 
left handed turner a swivel head lathe is essential in order to avoid 
working directly over the bed, which can be extremely awkward. 
There are no major downsides to a swivel head except you may 
need an additional bowl rest accessory to fully access the maximum 
capacities for bowl turning with the head swivelled.
If you can live within the capacities of the swing over the bed or your 
lathe offers outboard turning from the rear of the head, then you 
may not need a swivel head. By contrast, opting for a lathe with a 
fixed headstock and outboard turning facility means that standard 
right-hand accessories cannot be used, meaning further left-hand 
accessories must be purchased.

Buy online or find your local stockist at www.recordpower.co.uk
All Prices Include VAT
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CHUCKS & JAWS

LATHE FITMENTS

Our range of chucks and jaws are one of the most versatile on the 
market. They are suitable for use over the whole range of lathes and 
the huge range of jaws available provide a solution to virtually all 
turning needs. All jaws are interchangeable with both chucks and 
for even greater flexibility, the chucks are available in formats to 
suit all lathes, meaning you need never worry about wasting your 
investment.

A wide range of fitments are available for all Record Power lathes 
to enhance the performance and increase capacities. Bowl rests and 
outriggers allow the capacities of swivel head machines to be fully 
realised and all leg stands have been specially designed to minimise 
vibration whilst providing rock solid support. Bed extensions are also 
available for our cast bed lathes, giving limitless capacities  
between centres.

BUILD QUALITY
Any woodturner knows that the build quality of their lathe is 
important in producing a high level of finish to their work piece. 
Record Power lathes are produced to a high specification across the 
range. All Record Power machines are built from grey iron which 
gives weight and rigidity, this absorbs vibration and allows for work 
to be accurately carried out.

TURNING TOOLS
Chisels are obviously critical tools for the woodturner. Recognising 
this, Record Power produce a comprehensive range of essential 
profiles for all kinds of work. The high speed steel blades and 
ergonomically designed handles make them the obvious choice for 
professionals and novices alike.

Request the latest promotional catalogue at www.recordpower.co.uk


